Immunoperoxidase
localization of the secretory component (SC) of immunoglobulin (Ig) A was undertaken on paraffin-embedded tissue to investigate its usefulness in differentiating epithelial from mesothelial neoplasms. Epithelial cells, but not mesothelial cells, have been previously reported to contain SC, which may be involved in the intraepithelial transport ofsecretory IgA. In this study we report, for the first time, focal but unequivocal staining Introduction Secretory Component (SC), an antigenically distinct portion of the secretory immunoglobulin A (SIgA) found in external secretions, has been identified in a number of normal epithelial tissues (1, 2, (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 12) and several forms of epithelial malignancy (4,5,7 
Results
In this study we confirmed the presence ofSC in many normal tissues and in a number of carcinomas. Although these findings will be de- A number of epithelial malignancies have been reported to contain SC; these have included carcinomas ofthe colon (4,7), breast (4), lung (4), and endometrium (5). Pathologists often have difficulty deciding whether a malignancy in pleural or peritoneal biopsies is primary mesothelioma or metastatic adenocarcinoma. SC had not been previously reported in malignant mesothelioma, and we had hoped this might serve as a possible diagnostic tool in differentiating epithelial from mesothelial neoplasms. The finding of SC in 10 of 16 malignant mesotheliomas tested has eliminated this possibility. While this investigation was in progress two studies using different immunologic markers (9, 13) appeared in the literature and may provide useful information in this often difficult differential diagnosis.
